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championship, but the Big South Conference
Tournament as well, and will go on to com-
pete in the NCAA tournament.

The Eagles racked up 12 wins in a row—the
longest winning streak in the history of the uni-
versity and the conference. Nine were against
Big South teams, the most Winthrop has ever
had. It is no wonder the Eagles were the top
seed in the Big South Conference Tour-
nament, and no wonder that Coach Gregg
Marshall, in his first year, was named the Big
South Conference men’s basketball coach of
the year.

This is a sports success story I wanted to
share with the House. Congratulations on a
job well done are due all of the Eagles, Coach
Gregg Marshall and his fine staff, and every-
one who helped make this a real win for Win-
throp.
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BENEFIT PROTECTION ACT
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OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 1999

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce
the ‘‘SSI Benefit Protection Act.’’

The Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
program serves some of our poorest and most
vulnerable citizens. SSI recipients qualify be-
cause they are elderly, blind, or disabled, and
have annual income of less that $6,000 a
year—a total income of less than $500 a
month. Qualified medical personnel have de-
termined that their disabilities are so severe
that they are incapable of gainful employment.
Nationally, about 6.6 million people qualify for
SSI.

SSI is a subsistence income that barely
pays for life’s basic necessities. The maximum
federal payment is less than 75% of the pov-
erty level. And the average federal SSI pay-
ment is about $340 a month—over $100 less
than the maximum.

15 states and the District of Columbia offer
additional help to their aged and disabled citi-
zens by sending money to the Social Security
Administration to supplement payments to
their residents. The average state supplement
is between $50 and $100 a month, which
brings SSI recipients a little closer to the pov-
erty line.

A little-noticed provision in the 1993 Omni-
bus Budget Reconciliation Act began charging
the states that supplemented SSI payments a
small monthly ‘‘processing fee’’ for each
check. The fee was not based on any assess-
ment of SSA’s costs and in fact, did not go to
SSA. It was simply a revenue-raiser. The fee
was increased substantially in the 1997 Bal-
anced Budget Act, and it is now scheduled to
increase to $8.50 per recipient, per month, in
2002. This year in my home state of Pennsyl-
vania, the governor’s office estimated that the
fees paid for ‘‘processing’’ totaled about $24
million. In Pennsylvania, if the whole fee was
passed on to recipients it would reduce their
state supplement by almost 25%.

Understandably, this rapidly increasing fee
has had a chilling effect on state willingness to
increase the supplement. State program costs
have continued to increase because of the
fee, but no state being charged the fee has in-
creased its payment to beneficiaries since

1993, not even to keep up with inflation. Six
states have reduced their supplement and one
eliminated it.

The Congress should be encouraging states
to maintain and increase the supplement so
that our most vulnerable citizens can afford
food and shelter, not punishing those states
that have reached out to help. Even a small
increase in benefits can markedly improve life
for SSI recipients, and even a small cut has
devastating consequences.

That is why I have introduced the ‘‘SSI Ben-
efit Protection Act.’’ It would repeal this unfair
fee, which is not justified by any analysis of
SSAs costs. I hope removing this burden from
states will encourage them to reassess their
current SSI supplementation levels and in-
crease them to a reasonable level. I hope the
Congress and the states can work together to
provide for our aged and disabled citizens.
f
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Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
today I want to wish WTOP, 1500 AM, 107.7
FM, a happy 30th birthday. From the Apollo XI
mission to put a man on the moon to home
rule for the District of Columbia, from the
Reagan Revolution to the first Republican
Congress in 40 years, this top-flight radio sta-
tion has established a tradition of excellence
for delivering comprehensive, up-to-the-minute
coverage of news, traffic, weather, and sports.

WTOP Congressional correspondent Dave
McConnell’s informative ‘‘Today on the Hill’’
broadcasts are a prime source of the latest
developments on Capitol Hill and an integral
part of WTOP’s thorough news coverage. I
truly hope Dave stays on the Congressional
beat another 30 years.

So on behalf of all House Republicans,
happy birthday, WTOP. May you have many
more.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, one of the most
solemn duties an Army Soldier can perform is
to protect the Tomb of the Unknowns at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Those soldiers for-
tunate enough to serve as honor guards at the
Tomb of the Unknowns refer to their watch
simply as ‘‘the walk.’’

Recently one of my constituents, Staff Sgt.
James T. Taylor, completed his 785th walk,
thus concluding his memorable service as a
sentinel at the Tomb of the Unknowns.

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the en-
tire Congress when I say that our fallen sol-
diers, both identified and unknown, deserve
this fitting tribute and recognition at Arlington
National Cemetery. They also deserve to be
guarded by soldiers like Staff Sgt. James T.
Taylor and other members of the ‘‘Old Guard,’’
who are prepared to maker personal sacrifices

in order to preserve the sanctity and memory
of their fallen comrades.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to personally com-
mend Staff Sgt. Taylor on his dedicated and
meritorious service to this grateful Nation. Our
country is a better place because of his serv-
ice.

Finally Mr. Speaker, I have attached a copy
of an article from the Pentagram that honors
the ‘‘last walk’’ of Staff Sgt. Taylor and would
like to call it to the attention of my colleagues
and other readers of the RECORD.

[From the Pentagram, Jan. 22, 1999]
TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS SENTINEL MAKES HIS

LAST WALK, PAYS HIS FINAL RESPECTS

(By Renee McElveen)
An ice storm the night before left every-

thing encased in crystal, creating a surreal
atmosphere.

The only sounds at that hour were the pop-
ping sounds of tree branches breaking off
under the weight of the ice, and the meas-
ured clicks of metal on marble as Staff Sgt.
James T. Taylor’s boots traced a precise pat-
tern.

It was 6:45 a.m. on Jan. 15 in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Taylor was making his
final preparations for what would be his
785th walk, his final walk, as a sentinel. He
had a chance to prepare now, before the cem-
etery opened to the public, and run through
one time with others the last-walk ceremony
that would mark the end of his tour as an
honor guard at the Tomb of the Unknowns.

This day was a long time coming for the
32-year-old Tennessee native. He was a mate-
riel storage and handling specialist attend-
ing Advanced Individual Training in 1986 at
Fort Lee, Va., when his platoon traveled to
Washington, D.C., to see the guard-change
ceremony at The Tomb of the Unknowns.

He was so impressed by the ceremony, he
asked his platoon sergeant how he could go
about becoming a sentinel. At that time, the
duty Military Occupational Speciality was
limited to Infantrymen. Taylor did not think
he could ever become a sentinel since he was
serving in a logistics MOS.

He completed his enlistment in 1988 and
left active duty to join the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard back home. Taylor attended
college in Berea, Ky., then transferred to
Middle Tennessee State in Murfreesboro,
where he earned a bachelor of arts degree in
special education in 1993.

He re-enlisted that same year as an infan-
tryman. Taylor said he decided to go back on
active duty because he missed the Army and
the camaraderie of military service.

‘‘You don’t get that anywhere else,’’ he ex-
plained.

Taylor was assigned to the 3rd Infantry
Regiment (The Old Guard) in the Military
District of Washington in 1994 and spent a
year in Delta Company performing ceremo-
nial duties in the cemetery. He volunteered
to become a sentinel for The Tomb of the
Unknowns, and was transferred to Hotel
Company.

Taylor then entered an intensive training
program for his new assignment. The train-
up period for a sentinel is about six months.

‘‘It just depends on how quickly a soldier
grasps the knowledge and progresses,’’ Tay-
lor explained.

Not only does the sentinel have to learn
‘‘the walk,’’ he must become proficient in
the manual of arms for the M–14 rifle, pre-
pare his uniform to standard, learn a seven-
page history of The Tomb of the Unknowns,
memorize 150 locations of headstones as well
as pages upon pages of facts about the ceme-
tery in ‘‘The Knowledge Book.’’

Some of the facts about the cemetery
which the sentinels must memorize are:
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